A Study in Hebrews




          Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES

23. “True Faith Demands Authentic Living!”

Scripture:  Hebrews 13: 1 – 16.

Theme:  “Authentic Faith in Jesus Christ will be displayed in daily living...”                     

Introduction
For many people today, the credibility or “truth” of any religion lies in whether or not “it works!” The bottom line, an acquaintance informed me, “is how that religion helps you live your life with love, hope and compassion for other people!”
If that’s true, then it doesn’t really matter what any religion teaches. The true test is: “If it works for me!” But is this an accurate depiction of the Christian faith? The answer is ‘NO!’ The gospel of Christ is not for people to follow the teachings of Christ so that they might enjoy the happy prosperous good life! The gospel is the Good News of what Christ has done for sinful humanity, who stands under God’s wrath, judgment and condemnation. Indeed, the gospel “works!” It has already worked, because now our sins can be forgiven; we have peace with God; death has been overcome, life has meaning and purpose; and God considers us to be His Family! Yes, indeed, the Christian Gospel “works” – but its Jesus’ work, not ours!

Living life as Christians does not begin with the question: “What would Jesus do?” Instead, we begin with the understanding of “what has Jesus done?” In response to that Good News, we are ready to demonstrate our gratitude by living our new spirit empowered life that brings Christ honor and glory, participates in Christ’s ministry on earth, and touches and blesses other people with the love and grace of God.

This First Century writer confronts the same kind of pluralistic world as ours. Having established the validity and truth of Jesus’ person and work, He now urges his readers, in these closing words, to demonstrate that new life Jesus has enabled us to live.
I. Christian Behavior: In Relation to Others (13:1 – 3)
1. What kind of love are Christians to extend to each other? (13:1) 
· Define this kind of love? What makes it so? (Rom. 8:15 – 17; I Pt. 1:22 – 23; I Cor. 12:12 – 13, 26 – 27)
2. What do you think are some major pitfalls to ‘brotherly love’ existing in the church today?

3. How else ought Christians to behave? (13:2) Why?

· Who might these “strangers” include?

· How would you demonstrate “showing hospitality?”

4. Why were many Christians at the time of this letter often in prison? (13:3)

· What risks were involved for those who associated with them?

· Why is prison ministry important today?

5. Which of these three areas do you find most difficult for you to participate? Why do you think so? (13:1 – 3).
II. Christian Behavior: In Relation to Ourselves (13:4 – 9)

1. What further behavior reflects a Christian’s convictions? (13:4)
· Why is sexual purity so important? (Eph. 5:22, 25, 30; I Cor. 6:13, 18 – 20; Mal 2:15).
· What makes sexual purity today so difficult?

· What is God’s clear command regarding sexual relationships?

2. What attitude toward money ought Christians have? (13:5)

· How would you distinguish between being contented and yet being ambitious?

· What reasons for being content does the writer emphasize by using two Old Testament quotations in Vss. 5, 6? (See also Matt. 6:31 – 33).

· How does a person’s love of money threaten his deeper walk with God?

3. How are true spiritual leaders described in 13:7?

· When we know such leaders, how should we allow them to influence us?

· What are two characteristics of church leaders that you feel are most important? (I Tim. 3:1 – 7) Why?

4. What attribute or characteristic of Christ is highlighted in 13:8?

· What point is the writer making to include Jesus’ leadership?

· What is significant to you about Jesus’ changelessness?

5. What “strange teachings” is the writer concerned about?                               (13:9; see also Col. 2:16 – 18).

· Why is it easy to slip into overstressing rituals, food laws, or the like, as a means to demonstrate spiritual strength and reality?
III. Christian Behavior: In Relation to God. (10 – 16)

Verses 10 – 14 are among the most difficult in the Book of Hebrews. They are subject to many interpretations and applications, apparently, the writer is returning to the sacrificial system described in Leviticus 16: The Day of Atonement.

1. By comparing the O.T. sacrifice with that of Christ on the cross, what is the writer’s purpose? (13:10; Lev. 17:11 – 12; Matt. 26:26 – 28).

· Reflect on Leviticus 16 and describe the purpose and procedure of the “Scape Goat?” (16:22, 27).
· How does the writer compare Jesus with the scape goat?

· How does he apply the true meaning of commitment to Christ?    (13:13 – 14).
2. What kind of sacrifices should Christians offer God? (13:15 – 16).
· How would you interpret we do that?

· Compare verse 16 with Matt. 25:27 – 40. In light of these verses, what practical actions ought Christians to take?

Application
1. In which one of the areas described in 13:4 - 9 have you made the most progress? In which do you need the most work?

2. What would it mean for you to follow Jesus “outside the city gate?”
